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SHRI RENTHLEI LALRAWNA

Shri Renthlei Lalrawna, Chief Editor of Gilzom Publication, known for his
relentless efforts in promoting Mizo language and literature.

2. Born on 22"™ December 1940, in a small Village Dawn, in Lunglei District of
Mizoram, Shri Lalrawna received his Bachelore's Degree from Pachhunga Memorial
College in 1963 and Master Degree from Gauhati University in 1975. He started his
profession as LDC and promoted upto Joint Director, School Education and retired
from service on 1* January,2003.

&3 Shri Lalrawna is prominent novelist, essayist, critic and fiction writer. He
published 14 volumes of his own authorship, and 15 volumes of his translation from
English literature. Out of his works, 2 books and one essay are prescribed by Mizoram
Board of School Education (MBSE) and Mizoram University in their respective syllabi.

4. Understanding the dearth of Mizo literature for academic purposes, Shri
Lalrawna translated some books written by famous writers like William Shakespeare,
Mary Correlli, Lloyd C. Douglas, Jules Verne, Franklin G Slaughter, John Bunyan and
some other writers. He met Mother Teresa at Calcutta and wrote a book on her and her
Missionaries of Charity. His compilation of Mizo songs called 'Mizo Rohlu' is widely
used and highly appreciated.

S. Shri Lalrawna is also recognised as an educationist. While serving in Education
Department, he took steps to produce Text Books for Adult Education Wing, drew up a
good Action Plan; set out on state-wide literacy campaign; built up good convergent
with NGOs like YMA, MHIP, Churches, V.C. etc. towards the promotional programmes
of Adult Education. With his inexorable efforts the literary percentage rate of 59% in
1981 Census, Mizoram hurdled up to 88.49% in the 1991 Census and thereby claimed
2™ position amongst the Indian States. He was the President of Mizo Writers
Association and is an expert member of Mizoram Publication Board and Member of the
Mizo Language Committee.

6. In recognition of Shri Lalrawna's outstanding contribution towards the
development of Mizo language and literature, he was awarded Literary Award by Mizo
Writers Association. Sahitya Akademi also conferred its Bhasha Samman for the year
2023 on him for his outstanding contribution to the development and promotion of
Mizo language on 29"August, 2024.
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